Unit 4 erma

Read and enjoy

Crying only a little bit

is no use. You must cry
until your pillow is soaked!
Then you can jump in the shower
and splash-splash-splash!
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Then you can throw open
your window

and, “Ha, ha! ha ha!”

And if people say, “Hey,

what's going on up there?”
“Ha ha!” sing back, “Happiness
was hiding in the last tear!

I wept it! Ha ha!”

GALWAY KINNELL
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“A!  soaked : completely wet

, shower : bath in which water is sprayed
from above

: shed tears, cried

1. According to the poet, should you cry a little
or should you cry a lot?

2. What can you do after crying a lot?
3. (i) Read the first two lines of the poem. Is the mood
happy? sad? angry? jealous? upset?

(ii) Inthelastfewlines the mood of the poet has changed.
What is it now?

very happy  angry  cheerful sad jealous

4. Are these sentences right or wrong?

(i) The poet says you must not cry much. ( )

(ii)) The poet says that you should cry till your pillow is
soaked. ( )

(iiij The poet says that after crying you should open the
window and laugh so that people will see that you are
happy. ()

(iv) The poet says that you should open the window and
show people thatyou are crying. ( )
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1. Where do you cry? What are the things that make you cry?
2. Canyou cry when you are happy?

3. Which are the things that make you happy?
In what ways do you show your happiness?

dash bash splash cash trash
steer tear clear deer dear
shower power tower flower mower

poked croaked soaked stroked  joked
wept kept crept leapt slept
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The word happiness ends in -ness and comes from the word
happy. Write three words that end in the same way. Which
words do they come from?

Nness;
Nness;
Nness;
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