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identities, and security, and be forced
to migrate. Can citizenship provide a
solution to the problems of such

eople? If not. what kind of alternative
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linked to each other across national boundaries. They would say that
the outpouring of help from all parts of the world for victims of the
Asian tsunami and other major calamities is a sign of the emergence
of a global society. They feel that we should try to strengthen this
feeling and work towards a concept of global citizenship.

The concept of national citizenship assumes that our state can
provide us with the protection and rights which we need to live
with dignity in the world today. But states today are faced with
many problems which they cannot tackle by themselves. In this
situation are individual rights, guaranteed by the state, sufficient
to protect the freedom of people today? Or has the time come to
move to a concept of human rights and global citizenship?

One of the attractions of the notion of global citizenship is that
it might make it easier to deal with problems which extend across
national boundaries and which therefore need cooperative action
by the people and governments of many states. For instance, it
might make it easier to find an acceptable solution to the issue of
migrants and stateless peoples, or at least to ensure them basic
rights and protection regardless of the country in which they may
be living.

In the previous section, we saw that equal citizenship within a
country can be threatened by the socio-economic inequalities or
other problems which might exist. Such problems can ultimately
only be solved by the governments and people of that particular
society. Therefore, full and equal membership of a state remains
important for people today. But the
concept of global citizenship reminds "’
us that national citizenship might need
to be supplemented by an awareness
that we live in an interconnected world

Find out about Global
Citizenship Education

and that there is also a need for us to (GCED) from https://
strengthen our links with people in en.unesco.org/themes
different parts of the world and be ready /gced and https://
to work with people and governments www.gcedclearing
across national boundaries. house.org
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Citizenship as full and equal membership of a political community
involves both rights and obligations. Which rights could citizens expect
to enjoy in most democratic state today? What kind of obligation will
they have to their state and fellow citizens?

All citizens may be granted equal rights but all may not be able to
equally exercise them. Explain.

Write a short note on any two struggles for full enjoyment of citizen
rights which have taken place in India in recent years. Which rights
were being claimed in each case?

What are some of the problems faced by refugees? In what ways could
the concept of global citizenship benefit them?

Migration of people to different regions within the country is often
resisted by the local inhabitants. What are some of the contributions
that the migrants could make to the local economy?

“Democratic citizenship is a project rather than an accomplished fact
even in countries like India which grant equal citizenship”. Discuss
some of the issues regarding citizenship being raised in India today.
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